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The General Motors Corp. site, aka New Departure Hyatt (NDH) site, 

contains an active facility where automobile and other types of bearings 

are manufactured. The site measures 3 to 4 acres and is located in 

Sandusky, Ohio. The operations at the facility include the machining, 

grinding, washing, plating, heat treating, and assembly of bearings. 

The site is operated by New Departure Hyatt, a division of General 

Motors Corporation. 

From approximately 1945 through the early 1960s, New Departure 

Hyatt operated a wastewater treatment system at the site. The waste

water treatment system used ferrous sulfate lime to treat oily waste

water and weak plating rinse water from on-site operations. The clari-

fier slurry generated during treatment was pumped to concrete sludge-

thickening basins. Water decanted from the basins was drained back into 

the treatment process; the thickened sludge was pumped into a lagoon for 

dewatering. The sludge was then removed from the lagoon, dried, and 

placed in an on-site disposal area. It is not known at this time 

whether the disposal area is lined. The sludge allegedly contained 

copper cyanide, halogenated solvents, nonhalogenated solvents, chromium, 

and 1,1,1-trichloroethane. The site is entirely fenced. 

The underlying geology in the area of the site consists primarily 

of dense, low porosity clay, along with several feet of earthen material 

that is believed to have covered the site when the facility expanded its 

activities during the mid 1960s. The city of Sandusky is serviced sole

ly by surface water drawn from Lake Erie, which is approximately 

1 1/2 miles north of the site. 

New Departure Hyatt has been granted interim status under section 

3005(e) of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). In 



February 1984 the company applied for a RCRA permit for closing the on-

site disposal area. New Departure Hyatt was informed by U.S. EPA that 

it had to submit a closure plan explaining how the closure of the 

disposal area could control, minimize, or eliminate post-closure ex

posure of hazardous materials to the ground or surface water. 

U.S. EPA also required that New Departure Hyatt collect soil 

samples before the permit would be granted. Analysis of samples col

lected in October 1988 revealed chromium, but not at levels above 

background. On October 30, 1989, New Departure Hyatt was notified that 

its closure plan was not approved. Currently, New Departure Hyatt is 

applying for a generator-only permit under RCRA. New Departure Hyatt 

appears to have closed its disposal area. FIT believes, based on aerial 

photographs, that the facility continues to be a waste generator. 

Because of the current RCRA status of the General Motors Corp. site, FIT 

recommends that no further action be taken at this time. 
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